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Who’s Who in Taney Parish

Clergy Contacts
The Rector:  INCUMBENCY VACANT.  All enquiries to the Curate.

The Curates:  Niall Sloane  The Church Lodge, 21 Taney Road  2951895

Lay Reader  Trilly Keatinge

Parish Secretary Audrey Harrison 2985491
Parish Administrator  Tara O’Rourke 2985491
Churchwardens in Christ Church, Taney: Enid Bennett (People’s) and Robert Walsh (Rector’s)
Churchwardens in St. Nahi’s:  Edith Douglas (People’s) and Mark Douglas (Rector’s) 
Glebe Wardens:  William Hourie and David Randall
Hon. Secretary:  Dudley Dolan
Hon. Treasurer:  Alanna Carter
Select Vestry:  Frank Beattie, Alanna Carter, Dudley Dolan, Carol Eggers, Harry   
 Griffith, Cathy Hallissey, Vivien Hood, Jill Long, Walter Newburn,  
 Patt O’Doherty, Jim O’Neill and Beryl Tilson.
Church Review Distributor:  Winston Lew
Church of Ireland Gazette Distributor:    Stephanie Lloyd
Website:  www.taneyparish.ie
Taney Parish Office email:  parishoftaney@eircom.net

Safeguarding Trust
Taney Parish seeks
•	 To	create	a	safe	environment	which	will	promote	healthy	and	fulfilling	participation	of	children	and	minimise	

the possibility of harm, either deliberate or accidental.
•	 To	encourage	safe	practices	for	those	who	work	with	children
•	 To	safeguard	those	who	work	with	children	from	the	consequences	of	unfounded	accusations

A Training Session has been held in the Parish giving all those who work with children a full introduction to child 
protection and best practice.

Should you have any concerns or questions contact a member of the Parish Safeguarding Trust Panel
1. Charles Sloane Tel: 295 5008
2. Trilly Keatinge Tel: 492 2791
3.  Beryl Tilson  Tel: 295 3397

The magazine is a vital means of communication in Taney and is distributed to 
every household in the Parish free of charge.  We hope you agree in saying that 
it is a top quality production and this has been recognized at a Diocesan and 
National level.  If you would like to make a contribution to the publication costs 
(annually in the region of €4,000) please leave it on the collection plate or drop 
it into the Parish Office.  Please mark the envelope ‘Taney News’.

News! News! News!
For all up to date news and information on forthcoming events please check 
out the Parish Website www.taneyparish.ie
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Changes in Parish Staff
On Sunday 13th November the Curate, Rev’d Niall Sloane announced 
his appointment as Rector of Holy Trinity, Killiney by The Archbishop of 
Dublin, Dr. Michael Jackson.  Whilst this comes at a time of great change 
in the Parish we would remind parishioners that Niall will continue 
to act as Priest-in-Charge until his institution in early 2012.  Following 
that the Rural Dean, Rev. Adrienne Galligan, (Rector of Crumlin and 
Chapelizod) will be in charge of the Parish.

We welcome Canon Billy Marshall and the Rev’d John Marchant who 
will be assisting in liturgical and pastoral offices during the vacancy.  We 
are also delighted to welcome Rob Clements from the Church of Ireland 
Theological Institute who will be doing a ten week placement with us 
in Taney.  Rob, who is in his second year, will join us for worship and 
do some parochial visiting - he hopefully will get a flavour how to do 
(or maybe not do!) things in an urban parish.  Please remember the 
Nominators in your thoughts and prayers, especially from our Parish, 
Roger Brooks, Susan Hood, Jim O’Neill and Beryl Tilson who together 
with the Diocesan Nominators are making the necessary arrangements 
for the appointment of our next Rector

Prelude to Christmas
The Christmas/New Year’s ‘Taney News’ gives you all the details of our 
preparations for Christmas, Taney’s “Christmas Bazaar”, an indispensable 
feature of parish life since the 1890’s and still going strong, catches the 
spirit of the season on Saturday 3rd  December from 10.00am to 1.00pm.  
Miriam Armstrong & Ingrid Williams (Co-ordinators) and their helpers are 
well prepared and expect delivery of goods for the stalls and people for 
the main event.  Here is one of Dublin’s vintage Bazaars with all proceeds 
given to alleviate humanitarian need and to our partner churches in the 
developing world, especially Bishop Tucker Theological College and also 
the support of our own Christian outreach projects.

Christmas Parties abound with all our parish organisations joining in the 
festivities.  Taney Rangers Christmas Outing will be on Thursday 8th 
December 2011 when they visit the Grand Canal Theatre for a performance 
of ‘White Christmas’ at 2.30pm.  Then it is back to the Goat Grill (in the 
Conservatory) for a meal at 6.15pm.  The Bus leaves from The Goat Grill 
for the Grand Canal Theatre at 1.15pm.

A Happy Christmas to You
As we retell the story of the birth of Christ, we look forward to giving you, 
your family, and friends the warmest and most heartfelt of welcomes at 
our services in Taney over Christmas.

Church Envelopes
Envelopes for 2012 are now available.  For other options of giving please 
contact the Parish Office: 298 5491 or Parish Recorder, Alanna Carter: 087 
973 2455.  Your giving is vital for the Church and is much appreciated



Parish ‘Special Needs’ Fund
I don’t need to remind anyone of the tough financial climate we are in the midst of.  As I write this all eyes in 
Europe are on Greece and Italy waiting for their future plans which will not only impact on them but all of us 
here in Ireland.  The Budget is slowly drawing near with an ominous cloud over it.  I can well imagine that this 
Christmas for many in our Parish will be a difficult one financially.

Cut backs in pay and social welfare; rising unemployment with its impact upon family life-style; school fees 
and mortgage repayments; very little short term hope of work – all spell out the tangible need of support and 
encouragement.  Christmas time helps focus our attention on all those who are finding increasing difficulty in 
coping with life financially and emotionally.  It is truly a traumatic time for many people and their families.  

Throughout the year and at Christmas, many people receive some small help from the Parish ‘Special Needs’ 
Fund.  That help is given not as a charity but to meet a real need at a critical time.  If you need help or know 
of someone who is in need this Christmas, please contact me in confidence.  By its very nature, the fund is 
confidential and is administered by the Clergy.  Donations are received each year from parishioners and from 
the parish and are deeply valued.  If you would like to give towards this very necessary and much appreciated 
‘Special Needs Fund’ please send your donation to me (marked – Taney Special Needs Fund).  Niall
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Christmas and New Year in Taney Parish

Christmas Services
Our Choirs with Music Director, David Adams, are preparing the music for all our Christmas services, fully 
detailed in this ‘Taney News’.  David, on the organ, accompanying the Choirs enhance our worship week 
by week and their Christmas music is a special treat.  We appreciate that inspiring atmosphere they create in 
the realisation that God is present with us.  Our Junior Choir with Music 
Director, Suzanne Chadwick, is making a really joyful contribution to our 
worship.  They meet each Wednesday for practise and they bring that 
something special to our Christmas worship.  Watch out for the Carol 
Services beginning with Christmas Family Gift Service on Sunday 11th  
December at 10.15am; Christmas Communion and Supper with the ‘Care 
Group’ at 3.30; on Sunday 18th ‘Nine Lessons & Carols’ is at 10.15am in 
Christ Church, Taney and 11.45am in St Nahi’s; that night 18th at 7.00pm 
the Community ‘Carols by Candlelight’ is followed by a Festive Reception 
in the Parish Centre at 8.15pm.  All will be very welcome. 

Taney School Carol Services are the highlight of the year for the children 
and their parents and families, the Junior School Carol Service is on Friday 
16th and on Thursday 22nd, the Senior School Carol Service, at 11.am in 
Christ Church, Taney.

And the Christmas Trees shining out the radiant message of joy to the 
world!  Thanks to the Scouts and their leaders who scale the tower of 
Christ Church, Taney and put up what must be the highest and most 
visible tree in the city and county of Dublin on Christmas Day we will 
have our usual round of services outlined on the next page and all the 
children attending the 10.15am Family Service are invited to bring some 
of their Christmas gifts along for a ‘Show and Tell with the Curate’!



DECEMBER

4th December – 2nd Sunday of Advent
Christ Church
10.15am  Parish Communion
  7.00pm A Late Evening Office
                 
St. Nahi’s
  8.30am – Holy Communion
11.45am – Morning Prayer

Wed 7th
10.00am  Matins

11th December – 3rd Sunday of Advent
Christ Church
  8.30am Holy Communion
10.15am Christmas Family Gift Service – Young 
                  people bring gifts for children in need
  3.30pm Holy Communion with the ‘Care Group’ 
                   followed by Christmas Supper.
NO EVENING SERVICE AT 7.00pm

St. Nahi’s
11.45am – Parish Communion
                  

Wed 14th
10.00am  Holy Communion 

Fri 16th 
11.00am  Taney School Junior Carol Service

18th December – 4th Sunday of Advent
Christ Church
10.15am Parish Carol Service of Nine Lessons & 

Carols
  7.00pm  Carols by Candlelight for All

St. Nahi’s
  8.30am Holy Communion
11.45am A Service of Carols & Readings for 

Christmas

Wed 21st   
10.00am Holy Communion

Thurs 22nd 
11.00am Taney School Senior Carol Service

Saturday 24th December – 
CHRISTMAS EVE
Christ Church
11.30pm  The First Holy Communion of Christmas

Sunday 25th December – 
CHRISTMAS DAY
Christ Church
11.30pm (Christmas Eve)  – The First Holy Communion 

of Christmas
  8.30am Holy Communion
10.15am Family Service for Christmas Day
11.00am Short Service of Holy Communion

St. Nahi’s
  9.15am Parish Communion
11.45am Holy Communion 

Wed 28th – ‘Holy Innocents’
10.00am  Holy Communion

New Year – JANUARY 2012 in Taney

1st January – Naming and Circumcision of 
Christ /2nd Sunday of Christmas
Christ Church
11.00am Joint Parish Communion with St. Nahi’s
  7.00pm NO EVENING SERVICE

St. Nahi’s
  8.30am Holy Communion
11.00am Joint Parish Communion in Christ 

Church, Taney

Wed 4th
10.00am Holy Communion

8th January – 1st Sunday after  
the Epiphany
Christ Church
  8.30am  Holy Communion
10.15am  Service of the Word 
  7.00pm  Holy Communion 

St. Nahi’s
11.45am – Parish Communion 

Wed 11th 
10.00am  Matins
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Services for Winter
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Chancel Guild
The Churches will once again be decorated for 
the Christmas season – Christ Church at 3.pm on 
Friday 16th December and St. Nahi’s on Saturday 
17th from 9.30.  Gifts of flowers and greenery will 
be greatly appreciated and of course, anyone who 
would like to join us would be most welcome as 
extra helpers are always needed. 

Christmas Holy Communion 
Christmas Holy Communion (for those who are sick 
or housebound) will be administered by the Clergy.  
Please let us know if you are not already expecting us.

15th January 
– 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
Christ Church
10.15am  Parish Communion 
  7.00pm  Compline 

St. Nahi’s
  8.30am  Holy Communion
11.45am  Morning Prayer

Wed 18th 
10.00am  Holy Communion

22nd January 
– 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Christ Church
  8.30am  Holy Communion
10.15am Morning Prayer: 
  3.30pm  Community Service to mark the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity in Holy Cross 
Church, Dundrum

NO EVENING SERVICE AT 7.00pm

St. Nahi’s
11.45am  Parish Communion: 

Wed. 25th January 
– The Conversion of St. Paul
10.00am  Holy Communion

29th January 
– 4th Sunday after the Epiphany
Christ Church
  8.30am  Holy Communion
10.15am  Morning Prayer:
  7.00pm  Holy Communion: 

St. Nahi’s
11.45am – Parish Communion: 

A Moment of Reflection
Sunday by Sunday, our spirits are 
lifted by wonderful music provided 
by our Organist Dr. David Adams 
in Christ Church and St. Nahi’s.. 
David, who is an accomplished 
organist and musician, is one of the 
great treasures of our Parish. Please 
feel free to take the opportunity to 
sit and listen to David’s wonderful 
gift and talent.  
Jean Dolan, member of Choir

Crêche for Toddlers and young children 
every Sunday in the Minor Hall during 

10.15am Service

Charleston Road,
Ranelagh, Dublin.6

Paul Smyth Decorators
Wall Papering · Painting · Interior & Exterior 
Estimates Free · Keen Rates · Fully Insured

Reliable 24 Hour Service · Dublin & County Covered

Tel: 4972927 
Mobile: 087 6249922
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Forthcoming Events
Christmas Bazaar 2011
Saturday 3rd December 10.00am – 1.00pm in Taney Parish Centre.  Santa 
arrives 11am.  This is one of Dublin’s oldest fairs dating back to 1890’s.  A 
recent exhibition in Dundrum’s Open Farm at Airfield presented original 
receipts of produce bought and sold at the Taney Bazaar in its first few 
years.  Some of the old stalls are with us still; cakes; country produce, 
books, bric a brac; the tea room and Christmas stall.  New attractions added 
include toys, deli, computer and video, sports, with lots of childrens games 
and activities.  Fun for all the family on a day not to be missed!  Music 
by Taney School Orchestra – always a highlight.  Bazaar Co-ordinator, 
Miriam Armstrong with her team of helpers are preparing to give us all the 
atmosphere of the Festive Season.  Further information from Miriam at 087 
6443282 or the Parish Office on 298 5491.

CO-ORDINATORS
Miriam Armstrong - 087 6443282

Ingrid Williams - 087 6777212

STALL HOLDERS
BOOKS Monica Timmons 087 809 0798

BOTTLES & BARS Iris Dunlop 087 934 3782
BRIC A BRAC Jackie Rohu 086 851 3225

CAKES Jo Daly Bourke 086 336 5404
CHRISTMAS STALL Jenny Armstrong 086 879 9902

DVDs/CDs James Henry 087 964 4509
PANCAKES Siobhan Madeley 087 906 6379

HATS, BAGS Linda Dwyer Joyce 086 827 7254
SANTA Jane Arpac 087 978 3677

TEAS & COFFEES Vera Scully 086 826 6040
TOY STALL Esther Walsh PTA 086 853 8013

Donations can be left at the Parish Centre
Mon 28th Nov – Fri 2nd Dec between 12.30pm and 2.30pm ‘Please 
understand that the Parish Centre cannot accept items prior to the 28th 
November, see times above. Thank you for your co-operation.’]

Thank you for your support

Taney Rangers Christmas 
Outing on Thursday 8th 
December.  
The Rangers are off to see ‘White 
Christmas’ in the Grand Canal 
Theatre at 2.30pm.  The bus leaves 
the Goat Grill at 1.15pm.  The visit 
to the theatre will be followed by 
a meal in the Goat Grill (in the 
Conservatory) at 6.15pm.

Taney Care Group
Thanks to Ivan Rafter and the Care 
team for an enjoyable Harvest 
Supper following our Thanksgiving 
Communion at Festival time.  The 
Centre Coffee shop is serving 
lunches every Friday from 12.30pm 
for Parishioners and friends.  
Christmas Communion and Supper 
is on Sunday 11th December at 
3.30pm and parishioners and their 
friends from Dundrum or the wider 
community are more than welcome 
to join us.

Christmas lunch 
– Coffee Shop
The Coffee Shop Christmas Lunch 
will be on Friday 16th December 
2011 from 12.30pm.  The Coffee 
Shop will close on 21st December 
and re-open on 9th January 2012.

Taney Fête 
- Advance Notice
The 2012 Fete will be held on 
Saturday 9th June.  Please contact 
Carol Eggers or the Parish Office 
for more information.  More details 
will follow in the next edition of 
Taney News.
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Canon Sinnamon’s Farewell

Dear Friends,
I was overwhelmed by the support and warmth surrounding 
us as we bade farewell to the Parish of Taney on Sunday 18th 
September at a special joint service in Christ Church, and on the 
previous Sunday, 11th September, in St. Nahi’s.  The music was, 
as always, uplifting and the Eucharist inspiring as the Junior 
Choir, conducted by Suzanne Chadwick, sang ‘This Day’ and joined with the Parish Choir, with Organist 
and Director of Music, Dr. David Adams, in the anthem, ‘Expectans Expectavi’ by Charles Wood.  It 
brought me back through the years to my institution as Rector when the same anthem was sung by the 
choir, some of whose members, twenty-eight years later, are still as ever present Sunday by Sunday. 
 
Following presentations made on behalf of the Parish by the Churchwardens of both churches, we were 
all invited to a Reception in the Parish Centre.  With so many of every age group present – representative 
of families and individuals in the parish – there was a great atmosphere of warmth and friendship.  
Dudley Dolan, Hon. Sec. of Taney Parish Select Vestry, conducted the proceedings, and following his all 
too generous words, presentations were made by the Parish, Taney School and Taney Parent Teachers’ 
Association and were received with gratitude and appreciation by Jennifer and me.  Taney Drama Society 
presented its hilarious “skit” on Taney’s retiring Rector before presenting me with Honorary Membership 
of their Roll of Honour. In one of her monologues – always renowned for their originality and humour 
– Cathy Hallisey paid a generous tribute to Jennifer and me.  Rev. Jeremy Nichols brought good wishes 
from our friends in Dundrum Methodist Church, as did Rev. Kieran McDermott PP at mass on Sunday, 
September 4th when Jennifer and I received presentations from the people of our neighbouring parish 
followed by a reception in the Presbytery with parishioners and friends from Holy Cross Church.
 
It was a real joy, not only to Jennifer and me, but to all present, to welcome back former Curates with 
whom I had shared in ministry.  In particular, I thank Niall for his faithful and conscientious support 
in all aspects of our life in Taney over the last four years and whole-heartedly congratulate him on his 
appointment as Rector of the Parish of Holy Trinity, Killiney. He will be dearly missed by all in Taney; our 
best wishes are with Karen and Niall as they begin a new sphere of ministry on the hill of Killiney.  
 
Jennifer, Sarah and I will always remember our years in Taney. You have been at the centre of our lives 
for so long. We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of your gifts and by your warm messages 
of support and good wishes for the future. Our thoughts and prayers are very much with you as we all 
prepare for change, with the excitement and anticipation of fresh beginnings.  I thank you all for the 
friendship and hospitality you have given to me and Jennifer, and to Sarah, Kevin and their children who 
themselves have given me their unstinting love and support over the years. We have been really touched 
by your messages of thanks and good wishes for the future. It has been a privilege to be with you and to 
share in those intimate moments of life which bring joy or sadness, happiness or loss.  Your homes have 
always been open and your friendship offered with a real and genuine sense of hospitality.  As Jennifer 
and I leave the Rectory and the Parish of Taney which has been home to us for so long, we will always 
treasure the memories of our times together and look forward to our paths crossing as often happens 
within the circles of friendship that make Dublin’s Church and family life so special. 

Again our thanks to you for sharing in faith and friendship and we look forward with hope for the future, 
for the Parish of Taney and for each one of you and your families.
 
With our warm good wishes for Christmas and with every blessing for the years ahead,

Desmond
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The Vicar
After contemplating heaven on a Sunday, at eleven –
There is no one at the crossroads in Dundrum
Every person on that day, who lives near Sheerans stays away
For they know that Sinnamon is on the run,
As we calmly sip our tea – you hear him saying ‘nice to see you’
As with surplus ‘neath his oxter no one’s quicker
Saying ‘Bless you’ and ‘Ta-rah’ – he’s doing 80 down to Nahi’s
No it really isn’t easy being the Vicar!

With his surplus in a knot, parked on the verge he hits the spot
Just in time for verse eleven of the hymn,
As I’ve never seen before, the congregation face the door
They just need the reassurance that he’s in.
Yet he’ll slick aside his hair, straighten glasses and declare
‘Let us bow our heads in prayer’ he calmly says,
And as we pray for wars to cease, he thanks the Lord he’s in one piece,
No, it really isn’t easy being Des.

Through his hands he’s cultivated every Curate he’s created
Has been long anticipated by the church
Each is honed and finely tuned, taut as springs and keenly pruned,
Each one programmed for their apostolic search
Each has been caught unawares across the choir stalls ‘you do the prayers’!
There is nothing they can’t handle at a flicker
If you ask them each one says ‘we’re ever-ready, ‘cos of Des …
And it really isn’t easy being the Vicar’!

Is there nothing he’s not part of, at the end or at the start of?
On each council, board or vestry he’s the King
Can’t he handle with perfection each election and selection
Each collection and correction – that’s his thing.
Congregations, priests and singers, wardens, organists, bell-ringers
If they laugh or cry or live or die or bicker
Be it Bake Sale, Fete or Synod, just be sure that Des is in it
No, it really isn’t easy being the Vicar.

In the sunshine and bad weather he has drawn us all together,
Like a flock and of one feather ‘neath his hand,
And as each of us supposes, as another chapter closes,
Just like Moses he has brought the promised land.
We can’t say how much we’ll miss him, there’s a queue to hug and kiss him
For there’s really no one wiser, no one slicker,
Than the person in the hall who gives his heart and soul and all
- When it really isn’t easy being the Vicar.

Cathy Hallisey
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Children’s Corner

Colour the picture, then each day colour one star beginning with number one. 
(You could also use star stickers instead of colouring the stars.)

Read about the 
1st Christmas!

St Luke, Chapter 2

Join the 
Dots

Christmas Crossword
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Parish News

Coffee Morning for 
Cancer Awareness
Thank you to all those who 
supported the recent Coffee 
Morning in Taney Parish 
Centre in aid of Cancer Breast 
Awareness.  It was a thoroughly 
enjoyable morning and managed 
to raise over €3,200.  Well done 
to Jennifer, Vanessa and Julie for 
organising this event.

www.fot.ie –‘
Friends of Taney’
Do you want something done?  or 
have a skill to offer? www.fot.ie

Game of Whist
Following the Friday Hot Lunches 
“A Game of Whist” will take place 
in the Parish Centre.  The next 
game will be on 9th December.  
We are not clear whether we have 
made much improvement in our 
game over the past year but we 
are certainly having lots of fun and 
laughs.  If you find yourself free 
on a Friday afternoon you will be 
very welcome to join us for a game 
no matter what your level.

Taney Employment Centre – A Diocesan Initiative
Have you been made redundant? Unemployed?  Seeking work?  Are 
you thinking of change? 

At Taney Employment Centre the emphasis is on welcoming, listening 
and supporting.  Clearly we cannot promise jobs, although we will help 
in any way possible, but the focus will be on providing the equipment 
and material to help individuals with their jon or retraining search.  
We have relevant books and magazines, various undergraduate and 
postgraduate prospectuses, and a range of material produced by for 
example FAS, The Department of Social Welfare, The Citizens Advice 
Bureau, etc.  All the above will be available on a no-charge basis (as 
will tea and coffee).  We have a panel of volunteer advisers each with 
experience in areas such as general management, human resources 
and financial services.  Each is available for a confidential discussion 
covering such areas as CV preparation and interview skills.  Taney 
Employment Centre is based in Taney Parish Centre.  It opens on 
Tuesday and Friday afternoons from 2pm-5pm. A warm welcome 
awaits you!  Contact Tel: 01 298 4705 or just call in!

Christian Aid
On Thursday 1st December in Dundrum Methodist Church at 8pm, 
Christian Aid is hosting an evening entitled ‘Advent Hope’. It is a special 
service of music and reflections to mark World Aids Day.  The Guest 
Speaker from Kenya is Margaret Kisilu, Director of BIDII (A partner of 
Christian Aid).  All are very welcome to attend.  

Christmas is fast approaching when we celebrate the gift of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to the world. At this season of giving, could we who have 
received so many gifts in our lives, consider making a gift to Christian 
Aid or other similar charities, to help those of our fellow citizens who 
have so little?

Dear Parishioner,
As you probably know Revd. Niall Sloane will take 
up an appointment as Rector of Killiney, Holy Trinity 
in January 2012. Niall has been with us in Taney as 
Curate since December 2007. During the fours years 
with us Niall has had an enormous impact and many 
lives have been touched by his support and ministry. 
His organisational ability is legendary.

Following his degree from Trinity College in Biblical 
and Theological Studies, Niall trained for ministry in 
Church of Ireland Theological College after which 
he was ordained for the Curacy of Agherton Parish, 
Portstewart where he has served for two and a half 
years before joining us in Taney. During his time with 
us Niall married Karen, a Conservator at the National 
Museum of Ireland. We wish them both every blessing 
as they move on to a new home and new challenges.

It has been decided to set up ‘Presentation Fund’ 
for those of you who would like to be associated 

with a gift for Niall as he leaves to take up his new 
appointment. If you would like to make a financial 
contribution, please send your donation (marked ‘PF’) 
to The Honorary Treasurer, Taney Parish, Taney Parish 
Centre, Taney Road, Dublin 14

We would encourage as many parishioners as possible 
to support Niall at his institution in January 2012 and 
we will keep you informed about arrangements for this 
when they become available.  Whilst the arrangements 
for this event have not been finalised as yet, please 
keep an eye on the website (www.taneyparish.ie) and 
the weekly announcement sheet for further details.  We 
will also let you know about the provision of Pastoral 
care during the vacancy as soon as arrangements are 
made. Again please keep an eye on the website and 
the weekly announcement sheet for further details.

Yours sincerely
Dudley Dolan
Honorary Secretary, Taney Parish Select Vestry
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Parish News
Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Festival Services were held in Taney on Sunday 2rd 
October in Christ Church and St. Nahi’s.  The Preacher was Rev. 
Charles McCollum, Rector of Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.  The Family 
Harvest Gift Service was in Christ Church on Sunday 9th October 
when the Rev. Canon Charles Mullen preached, we were also joined 
by the Organist and Choristers of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin who 
added a unique dimension to our worship.  Huge thanks to our Choirs, 
Music Director David Adams, Junior Choir Music Director Suzanne 
Chadwick and the Chancel Guild who decorated our Churches with 
artistic flair and all who enhanced our worship during this autumn 
season.  Our special preachers were warmly received and we thank 
them for their words of wisdom!  Thank you to the young whose gifts 
were given to children in need.

Harvest Appeal
Thank you to all who gave generously towards the Harvest Appeal 
which this year goes towards the restoration of Christ Church and 
St. Nahi’s.  This is most helpful to our efforts in helping to pay for 
necessary work which has secured both our churches for the future.  
You will remember that major items in the restoration work included 
a completely new roof with insulation etc. on Christ Church along 
with its decoration and the refurbishment of St. Nahi’s.  If you wish 
to make your special contribution and have not yet had opportunity, 
please do so before the end of the year.

Church Review & Church of Ireland Gazette
The Church Review and The Church of Ireland Gazette are two 
publications which keep parishioners in touch with news in the 
Diocese and in the wider Church.  The Review is published monthly 
and normally costs €40 per annum, while the Gazette is published 
weekly and will cost €40 in 2012.  Parishioners who wish to start 
new subscriptions for 2012 should contact Winston Lew: 2983309 
(Review) or Stephanie Lloyd: 2985271 (Gazette) or put their names 
on the sheets in the church porches.

Diocesan Synods
The Parish was delighted to host 
the Diocesan Synods in our Parish 
Church and Centre on Tuesday 
18th and Wednesday 19th October.  
Our thanks go to Carol Eggers, 
Tara O’Rourke, Vera Scully and all 
our parish volunteers who with the 
staff of the Parish Centre worked so 
hard to ensure the smooth running 
of the Synods.  It was, as always, a 
very social event for the volunteers 
as the work is always followed 
by dinner and some suitable 
refreshments. 

A Visit to St. Nahi’s
Following the early Communion 
service in St. Nahi’s on Sunday 
6th November three unexpected 
visitors arrived at the door.  Phillipa, 
Nicola and Gillian had called to see 
the interior of the church building.  
It transpired that they were in fact 
the grand-daughters of Canon 
Monk Gibbon who was Rector of 
Taney from 1901 to 1935.  They are 
pictured here with the Curate.

Ecumenical News
We extend to all our neighbours in 
Dundrum a Happy and Peaceful 
Christmas.  We look forward to all 
coming together for our annual 
Ecumenical Service on Sunday 
January 23rd at 3.30pm in Holy 
Cross, Dundrum. The theme for 
this year will be “We will all be 
changed by the Victory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” The Preacher will 
be Philip McKinley from the Irish 
Council of Churches.

Letter from Deirdre Lloyd 
our Mission Partner in Nepal
Copies of Deirdre’s latest letter are 
available in the Church porches or 
from the Parish Office.
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Youth News Diocesan Youth News
ESSENTIAL, Christmas Service organized by 3Rock 
(The Dublin and Glendalough Diocesan Youth Office) 
will be held in Christ Church Cathedral on Friday 2nd 
December at 7.30pm.   All welcome to attend.  More 
details in church porches.

Youth Club
On Friday 16th December the Youth Club will go Ice 
Skating at Dundrum.  This will be a joint outing for the 
Junior Youth Club (SparX) and the Senior Youth Club 
(FlameZ).  Whilst the time has yet to be confirmed 
bookings may be made at Youth Club or through the 
Parish Office.  

Youth Leaders
Huge thanks to Andy McCormick, Rob Clements and 
Cathy Hallissey who assist in the running of our Youth 
Clubs.  Thanks are also due to the parent/supervisors 
and also to Jack Kennedy, Philip Sheerin and Katie 
Cooke who are helping out our Youth Club Leaders. 

Confirmation
Preparation for Confirmation has started with our 
first two Sunday classes having been held on 23rd 
October and 27th November.  Our classes will resume 
in the New Year on 22nd January.   Confirmation 
Service will be on Sunday 20th May 2012 at 10.15am 
in Christ Church, Taney.  Any potential candidates for 
Confirmation should speak to the Curate as soon as 
possible.

Sunday School
Sunday School resumed in Taney at the end of 
September. All children of school age in the parish are 
very welcome to come and join us in the Parish Centre 
from 10.15am on Sunday mornings.  Iris Dunlop, 
Sunday School Leader and the Sunday School teachers 
will make you feel very welcome.

Church & Children
We remind you that the Crêche is open in the Parish 
Centre during Sunday service at 10.15am in Christ 
Church.  However, for those young people who wish 
to remain in the Service there are Children’s Packs 
available from the Church Porches.  We thank Pam 
Stanley who is maintaining these folders.

Service & Sausages
The next ‘Service & Sausages’ will be held early in 
the New Year.  Please keep an eye on the website or 
parish announcement sheets for further details.  We 
hope you can join us for a short twenty-minute Service 
in Christ Church followed by chips and sausages in the 
Parish Centre.

Taney Primary School
Well done to all the boys and girls who brought 
in Shoe Boxes for the Operation Christmas Child 
Appeal. These will be a great gift to many Children 
on Christmas Day!  We look forward to hosting once 
again the School Carol Services in Christ Church on 
Friday 16th and Thursday 22nd December at 11.am.  
Following the Carol Service on 22nd  Taney School 
will close for the Christmas holidays and re-open on 
9th January.  We 
hope all the children 
from Taney Primary 
School and indeed 
all those from other 
schools have a great 
Christmas Break as 
they prepare for 
Santa’s arrival.

Junior Choir
Any boys and girls interested in joining the Junior Choir 
who will commit themselves to regular practices and 
Sunday services are welcome to join, although the choir 
is best suited to children aged 7 years and older (from 
2nd class).

Choir practice is on Wednesday afternoons in the Parish 
Centre at 2.45pm.  Please contact Suzanne Chadwick on 
087 757 4156 for more information, or come along and 
try us out!  
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Parish Organisations

Taney Mothers’ Union
In September 2011 around seventy members and parishioners welcomed Judge 
Catherine McGuinness, former Supreme Court Judge, who informed, fascinated 
and amused us with her absorbing talk on the Irish legal system and women’s 
part in it, past and present. 

At our October meeting, Shane Ross T.D., stockbroker, journalist and writer 
spoke to seventy-nine Mothers’ Union members and friends about the changing 
dynamics within the Dáil since the last general election and, inevitably, spoke 
of Ireland’s economic situation. Of particular interest to the audience, however, 
was what he told us of the role of Church of Ireland Senators and T.Ds as it 
was perceived in the 1970s and 80s by the Church of Ireland members of the 
Oireachtas themselves and by the majority, and how these perceptions have 
changed with the waning of the power of the Roman Catholic Church in our 
state.

On 8th November we will hold our annual ‘Overseas Meeting’, when the speaker 
will be Olive van der Flier, talking about the charity ‘Compassion’, which supports 
children living in severe deprivation. 

On 13th December our Christmas Carol Service will be followed by a supper of 
mulled wine and mince pies. All members and Taney friends are welcome to 
both these meetings.    
C.R.T.                                           

Taney Drama Society
As always, things are busy on the drama front in Taney. As with every other organisation in the parish, we were 
very sad to see our Hon. President retire. Canon Des Sinnamon was the best (and only) President we’ve had and 
we greatly appreciate all the support he gave to our Society over the years through timely laughs when required 
to boost audience participation and enjoyment and also because he gave us great artistic freedom - mainly 
because he kept a low profile at committee meetings ( a very low profile!!). It was only fitting so that we had 
the opportunity to perform a short tribute to Des at his retirement. We think (and hope) he took it in the spirit it 
was meant.

We are now in full rehearsal mode for our next production- ‘Philadelphia Here I Come’ by Brian Friel. This will 
be in The Mill Theatre in January, running from 25th to 28th. Please put the date in your diary and get your 
tickets early! Perhaps it might solve some of your Christmas present problems!! Actors, Set Builders, Stage Crew 
and Production team are all working to make this another great production.

In the meantime, we’ll be singing in our (now annual) spot in Dundrum Town Centre on Sunday 18th December 
from 4pm to 5:30pm, all for charity. All support will be gratefully received – particularly from singers!!!

Also, we’re delighted to be able to report that Madeline Stringer’s play ‘Rhyme for Reason’ is being performed by 
the local Drama Group in Ennybegs, Co Longford. Congratulations Madeline.

Details of forthcoming events may be obtained from our website www.taneydramasociety.com .  If you are 
interested in an active role in Taney Drama, Actor, Back-stage, Stage set-up, Lighting, Sound, Production etc. 
please contact Maria Tel: 298 6807 or e-mail: raymar@esatclear.ie



Taney Parish Golf Society
A most successful Outing was held on Friday 16th 
September, once again in Rathfarnham Golf Club.  We 
had a full time sheet with 43 golfers playing in an 18 
hole Stableford competition – Men and Ladies.

This year we received sponsorship from the Golf 
Digest (courtesy of Robert Walsh) and also tee-box 
sponsorship from friends who were unable to play.  
We had a number of super prizes – Druids Glen 
4-ball, Portmarnock Links 4-ball, as well as vouchers 
for Dundrum Town Centre, The Golf Digest annual 
subscription, and other prizes donated by some of the 
members.  The Harrison Trophy was won by Alan 
Hood with a score of 40pts.

After the golf, 50 players and friends enjoyed and 
excellent dinner in the clubhouse.  All who took part 
agreed it was one of the best outings in recent times.

Next year’s Outing is planned for Friday 7th September 
with an extended timesheet.  Please put the date in 
the diary so you will not miss our on a most enjoyable 
event for Parishioners and friends.

Chancel Guild
As we prepare to begin a New Year, The Chancel 
Guild welcomes anybody who would like to give 
flowers or money in lieu of flowers (which the Chancel 
Guild will arrange) in memory of a loved one.  Please 
contact the Parish Office Tel:298 5491.

Readers Guild – Many thanks to all our Taney readers, 
as always you are all wonderful at answering my 
requests to read. I would like to thank you all for 
getting back to me with your up to date contact details. 
I am delighted to say we have attracted a few new 
readers over the past few months and I was especially 
pleased to have some young readers sign up.  I would 
just like to remind everyone that by signing up to be a 
reader you are not going to be asked to read more than 
three to four times a year, we usually contact you on 
a Wednesday to see if you can read and if you can we 
forward the reading to you by email and/ or by hand.  
If you feel you would like to join please don’t hesitate 
to contact me. Carole Pappin has kindly offered to give 
some guidance for anyone wanting to read (I believe 
I am the first candidate!!!) The church can be opened 
also for anyone wanting to practice

Tea & Coffee – Well, I have to say I am not sorry the 
rugby is over……… The tea and coffee roster was 
very sad looking for September and October until 
Nigel and Elizabeth O’Neill stepped in to help out.  

Very many thanks to you both we simply would not 
have managed over those Rugby Sundays without 
you both.  Nigel enjoyed it so much that he has 
offered come down every Sunday and give a hand 
to whoever is on.  We have lost a lot of families on 
the roster over the last few years so again I would be 
delighted to have new “bodies“ for the roster.  It is 
only one Sunday in the year and I have to say it is a 
bit fun as most things turn out to be in Taney! Again if 
you and or your family are interested please do give 
me a call or send me an email.

Strokes Scheme – The Strokes Scheme meets on a 
Tuesday from 10.30 to 12.30 in the Overend Room. 
Our local co-ordinator for this is Bridie Lyons and 
her mobile is 086 389 3943.  Bridie is often looking 
for drivers to pick up the clients from their home 
and bring them to and from Taney. I have started 
doing it myself recently and I must say I find it very 
rewarding. If you have some free time maybe you 
could give Bridie a call, you don’t have to do it 
every week.

Taney Helping Hands Contact: Carol Eggers 086 684 9859.

With over 20 years experience in
 installing and repairing:
• Windows and doors

• Fascia boards and gutters

Also:
• Garage and attic conversions

• Refurbishing • Painting
• Other building jobs

I am happy to quote for all types of jobs.
All work is guaranteed and references supplied.

Contact 087-329 5554 
or 01-495 2704 for appointments.

‘CALL JOHN’

Repairs, Refurbishment
 and Conversions
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Snooker Club

Winners of the  Hope cup, Taney Bowling Club Eco-Congregation Ireland

The Club re-opened following the 19th A.G.M. 
on Friday the 3rd September 2010.  The inclement 
weather in November / December (including heavy 
snowfalls) delayed the competitions. However we 
managed to get back on schedule about the end of 
March.  We welcomed a few new members and in 
particular created a new class of Juvenile Member, 
the first of whom (Craig) has been playing regularly. 
Our membership stood at 30 at the end of the season.  
The Results of the tournaments during the year 
were as follows: Tom Turner Handicap Singles: Don 
Comiskey defeated Les Gibney in the Final; Bruce 
Davidson Handicap Doubles: Ronnie Ellis & Alan 
Homan defeated Ossie Bailey & James Coleman in 
the Final.  Bob Patterson Cup: Jim Moraghan defeated 
Gordon Clarke in the Final; Club Championship: 
Gordon Clarke defeated Rodney Cochrane in the Final; 
Trevor Felton Christmas Fun Night: Won by John Ennis 
who defeated Sam Hutchison in the Final. In the ‘B’ 
Competition Final, Vincent Finnegan defeated James 
Coleman.  The Highest Break was made by John Ennis 
with a break of 37.  Tuesday Morning Tankard: This 
has been delayed due to Les not having been well. 
It is hoped to expedite the 2011 competition during 
September. It is hoped that all who wish to enter 
will give their names to the Hon. Secretary after this 
meeting.  In January the after Matins Refreshments 
event was hosted by the Club under the management 
of the Hon. Treasurer.  Once again we must express 
our appreciation of the work done in keeping the 

condition of the tables to their high standard by John 
Ennis. We also appreciate the many other jobs which 
have been done by John to such a high standard in 
the maintenance of equipment. Thanks must also go 
to Sam Hutchison for his excellent management of the 
Fun Evenings.  Our Social event will take place after 
this meeting. Normally it would have been held in May 
/ June, however this was not possible. I hope that it will 
be enjoyed by all who are attending it, and our thanks 
must go to the Hon Treasurer who was responsible for 
arranging it. The committee hopes that we will be able 
to arrange a similar event in May / June of next year.  I 
would like to thank our Chairman Eric Richardson, our 
Hon. Treasurer Ronnie Ellis and the other members of 
the committee for all the work done during the year.  
My thanks to all the members for their support, and 
we look forward to another successful year in 2012.  
Gordon Clarke, Hon. Secretary.
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General Household Repairs

Experienced Handyman 
Painting, Decorating, Plumbing and Electrical

No job too small – Reasonable Rates

087 914 3700
Des Dixon



Curates Corner
From Church Lodge
It is over four years since I wrote my first letter in Taney News and 
here I am writing my last.  It has been a joy and a privilege to have 
ministered to you in those four years.  Firstly I want to re-iterate my 
thanks to Canon Sinnamon for inviting (or cajoling!) me to become 
your Curate Assistant.  I thank him for his wisdom, encouragement and support as my Rector.  
Secondly thank you in Taney for the support and inspiration you have been to me in my ministry.  I will leave 
Taney with many great experiences.  Whilst it will be sad for Karen and I to go, I feel this is where God is calling 
me and we leave with many fond memories, none so much so than having been married during our time here.  
I ask for your prayers as we move to Holy Trinity and hope that many of you will join us for the Service of 
Institution early in the New Year.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT…
Advent, like its cousin Lent, is a season for prayer and reformation of our hearts. Since it comes at winter time, 
fire is a fitting sign to help us celebrate Advent. Edward Hays, A Pilgrim’s Almanac

A CHRISTMAS GIFT 
It is fitting that the feast of St Nicholas comes at the beginning of Advent and the beginning of the shopper’s 
season. As the patron saint of shoppers he proclaims, ‘Keep it simple!’ Keep it simple enough to fit in a shoe or 
a stocking.

One gift that could fit in a…shoe, or in a stocking hanging on the fireplace, is a note that speaks of one of our 
most precious gifts, the gift of time. Such a St Nicholas note might read: ‘The gift I give to you is half an hour 
of quality conversation each night right after the dishes are done.’ Or, ‘The gift I give to you is one Saturday a 
month to be with you and do whatever you want to do.’ We can appreciate the value of such a gift if we keep 
in mind that according to a recent survey, the average married couple in America has only 30 minutes a week of 
communication outside of exchanges that take place at the dinner table, and between parent and child is only 14 
minutes. As you can see, the possibilities are almost unlimited for these St Nicholas shoe gifts and in our country 
when money is not as abundant as it may been in recent years, this most valuable gift costs nothing.

Come, St Nicholas, patron of shoppers and gift-seekers, and make Christmas this year fun, creative and 
love-filled.

A REFLECTION 
As I reflect on the giving of gifts at Christmas- I see great wealth of ‘gifts’ we have here in Taney – from the 
confirmation group to the bowling club and from the Mother’s Union to the Chancel Guild.  Each of us have 
unique gifts to bring to the life of the church, no matter how small we may think they are. As we prepare to 
celebrate Christmas.  As we prepare to once again hear the Christmas story; to exchange gifts and receive them, 
may we all take the opportunity to reflect on the gifts that have been bestowed on us by a far greater being and 
reflect on how we might use them to his praise and glory. 

FINAL THOUGHTS
When families are reunited for a few days there can be a great sense of happiness in many homes; however, 
for those journeying through the Christmas period, for the first time without a loved one, it can be a very sad 
and lonely period.  My deepest thoughts and prayers are with all who have been bereaved in the last year, and 
indeed, with any remembering anniversaries of loved ones at this time.  

I hope that this Christmas-time may be filled with peace and rest and may the love and joy of the Christ Child 
be with you and all those you love.

Niall.
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From the Registers

Funerals
10th September 2011 (in Christ Church) – Adrian Cronin
13th October (in Christ Church) – Anne Bannan
26th October 2011 (in Christ Church) – Kay Armstrong
11th November (in Christ Church) – Denise Law

Our sympathy and prayers are with all who have been bereaved remembering especially:-
Fiona, Conor, Rozelle and their families on the death of Adrian Cronin
Betty and her son, Dermot O’Brien on the death of Kevin
Daisy Pasley on the death of her brother-in-law
Vera Scully on the death of her uncle
John and Louise Sheerin on the death of John’s brother, Nicholas
Lynda & Derek Welsh and their families on the death of her brother, Michael
Ken & Mary and their families on the death of their aunt, Anne Bannan
Audrey Rumney on the death of her brother
Rev. Bernie Daly on the death of her brother
John, Elizabeth, George and the extended family on the death of their mother, Kay
Peter, Wendy and their families on the death of their mother, Denise
Ros and Clive Christie on the death of her mother and Norman and Olga on the death of their sister, 
Daphne Durham.

May they know the comfort of God’s love at this time.  We also think of all those journeying through this 
Christmas for the first time without a loved one.

Marriage
15th July (in Edinburgh) – Andrew O’Kane & Naomi Farrell
16th September (in Christ Church) – David Lalor & Anthea Newburn
17th September (in Christ Church) – Alan Ryan & Gina Bolton
15th October (in Christ Church) – Richard Thompson and Sarah Walker
22nd October (in Christ Church) – Andrew Macken & Emma Blain

Hospitals
The clergy would appreciate being told if parishioners 
are in hospital, going into hospital, are being transferred 
or if they have been discharged, and will be pleased 
to offer pastoral support.  A selection of prayers is 
available from the Clergy or in the Church porches.

Prayer Points
A selection of prayers is now available which pay 
particular attention to the current financial and 

economic situation.  There are also leaflets available 
for monthly prayer points.  Both these documents are 
available in the church porches or from the Parish 
Office.  

Holy Communion in Church
For anyone who has a difficulty making their way to a 
Holy Communion point in Christ Church or St Nahi’s, 
please inform a churchwarden or member of the clergy 
who will be happy to administer to you in your pew.

Baptism
28th August 2011 (in Christ Church) – Benjamin Lucius, son of Lucius & Amy Farrell
28th August 2011 (in Christ Church) – Elsie Grace, daughter of Christopher & Hana Bull 
11th September 2011 (in Christ Church) – Kirsten Jane, daughter of Ray & Kathryn O’Connor
11th September 2011 (in Christ Church) – Sophia Charlotte Hanley, daughter of Robert Hanley and Victoria Cheung
11th September 2011 (in Christ Church) – Dexter James Hewson-Quin, son of Andrew Quin & Susannah Hewson
11th September 2011 (in St. Nahi’s) – Luke Daniel Armstrong, son of John Armstrong & Gráinne O’Leary
9th October 2011 (in Christ Church) – Kirsten Mai Suzanne, daughter of Timothy Delaney & Suzanne Miller Delaney
9th October (in Christ Church) – Luke, son of Gerard & Caroline Minchin-Byrne
13th November (in Christ Church) – Rebecca Lily, daughter of Adrian & Amy Missen
13th November (in Christ Church) – Mark Alex, son of Gordon & Suzanne Lindsay



JOIN US AT

TANEY’S CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

on
SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER 2011 

FROM 10am – 1pm

IN TANEY PARISH CENTRE

MAKE THE MOST OF OUR STALLS AND 
SHOP EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS

TOYS, CRAFTS, GIFTS, BRIC-A-BRAC, 
BOOKS, SPORTS, COUNTRY PRODUCE, 

CAKES, GAMES, COFFEE/TEA AND 
LOTS MORE

ADMISSION€2.00 / 
CHILDREN FREE

SANTA IN HIS DEN 
FROM 11.00am



CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
Sunday 18th December at 7.00pm 

ALL WELCOME!

TANEY PARISH

FESTIVE RECEPTION
After Carols by Candlelight at 7.00 pm

Retiring Collection after Carols for Special Needs Fund.  
Plates in Porches or in Parish Centre.


