
Winter 2015 Vol.27 Issue 4



Clergy Contacts

Rev’d Canon Robert Warren
Tel: 298 4497

Curate Assistant:  Rev’d Cathy Hallissey
Tel: 086 358 3104

Deacon Intern: Nigel Pierpoint 
Tel: 087 638 8238 
  
Lay Reader: Trilly Keatinge
Tel: 492 2791 

 

Parish Contacts

Parish Administrator  
Tara O’Rourke      
Tel: 2985491

Assistant Parish Administrator  
Maeve O’Kelly     
Tel: 298 5491

Churchwardens in Christ Church, Taney: 
Tara O’Rourke (People’s), and Heather O’Doherty Dean (Rector’s) assisted 
by Willie Campbell, Bob Dwyer Joyce, Tom Gilmore, Audrey Harrison, 
Carol Robinson Tweed, Carol Eggers, Pat O'Doherty & Lynda Goldsmith.

Churchwardens in St. Nahi’s: 
Elaine Wynne (People’s) and Robert Lane (Rector’s).

Glebe Wardens: 
William Hourie (People’s) and Nigel Macken (Rector’s).

Hon. Secretary: 
Mark Armstrong

Hon. Treasurer: 
Darren Bowling

Select Vestry: 
Mark Armstrong, Andrew Bowers, Darren Bowling, Peter Connor, Carol 
Eggers, Trilly Keatinge, Jim O’Neill, Heather Rutledge, Kate Shearer, 
Desmond Siberry, Evelyn Sloane and Richard Sloane.

Church Review Distributor: 
Taney Parish Office

Church of Ireland Gazette Distributor: 
Taney Parish Office

Website: 
www.taneyparish.ie

Taney Parish Office email: 
parishoftaney@eircom.net

Who’s Who in Taney Parish

Safeguarding Trust

Taney Parish seeks

• To create a safe environment 
which will promote healthy and 
fulfilling participation of children 
and minimise the possibility 
of harm, either deliberate or 
accidental.

• To encourage safe practices for 
those who work with children.

• To safeguard those who work with 
children from the consequences of 
unfounded accusations.

Should you have any concerns or 
questions contact a member of the 
Parish Safeguarding Trust Panel:

1.  Charles Sloane
 Tel: 295 5008
2. Trilly Keatinge
 Tel: 492 2791
3.  Beryl Tilson 
 Tel: 295 3397

Taney News
The magazine is a vital means of 
communication in Taney and is 
distributed to every household in 
the parish free of charge. We hope 
you will agree that it is a top quality 
production that has been recognized 
at a diocesan and national level. 
If you would like to make a 
contribution to the publication costs 
please leave it on the collection plate 
or drop it into the Parish Office. 
Please mark the envelope ‘Taney 

News’.

News! News! News!
For all up to date news and information 
on forthcoming events please check out 
the Parish Website www.taneyparish.ie 

Clergy On Call Number: 
Tel: 083 477 1673 (Emergency only)
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As I write, the ‘trappings’ of Christmas are already 
in evidence. The Christmas lights have officially 
been turned on in the main shopping thoroughfares 
of our city and shopping centres and the word 
is that Santa and his helpers have already made 
their preliminary appearances in stores, shops and 
centres all over the place!

In our churches too, preparations are being made 
for the celebration of the birthday of our Saviour. 
Your clergy have been busy preparing for the 
special Advent and Christmas Services – details of 
which are listed in this edition of ‘Taney News’. The 
choirs, including the Junior Choir and the recently 
formed ‘Occasional Chorus’ have been preparing 
the hymns, carols and seasonal music to enhance 
our worship and the Chancel Guild will shortly be 
decorating the churches – not to mention the huge 
task of erecting the iconic Christmas Tree on the 
tower of Christ Church!

Why do we do all this? In preparation and 
celebration of the birth of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ! More people engage with ‘church’ at 
Christmas time than at any other time of the year. It 
has been said that we are more a people of the Crib 
than the Cross! Celebration of ‘family’ with the Holy 
Family at its heart underpins our celebration and 
nowhere is this more evident than within the family 
of the church at this time of year. Please do take 
time to join us at our Christmas Services, which are 
designed to cater for all ages.

While for most of us, Christmas is a happy family 
time when we can relax with family members in 
the comfort of our homes, we must also remember 
that for many people Christmas can be and is a 
time of fear and dread and even sorrow. Even 
with a welcome improvement in the economy 
in recent times, as your Rector, I am acutely and 
confidentially aware that there are people within 
our parish community who struggle financially. 
This is particularly acute at this time of year with 
heightened expectations and when increased 
heating costs put undue pressure on family finances 
at the most expensive time of the year. Throughout 
the year and especially at Christmas time, many 
people receive some financial assistance from the 
Parish ‘Special Needs Fund’. This help is not given 

as a charity, but to meet a real need at a critical 
time. By its very nature this fund is confidential and 
is administered personally by myself. Donations 
are received each year from parishioners and 
the parish. If you would like to help and give a 
donation towards this very necessary and much 
appreciated work of the parish, please send your 
donation to me at the Parish Office, or place it on 
the offering plate in the coming weeks, marked 
‘Taney Special Needs Fund'. Conversely, if you find 
yourself in difficult financial circumstances and 
are in need of some financial help, please do not 
hesitate to contact me in the strictest of confidence.

Patricia Parfrey and her dedicated group of helpers 
and stall-holders have been busy preparing for 
our annual ‘Christmas Bazaar’ which this year 
will be held in the Parish Centre on Saturday, 5th 
December. This is our major fundraiser for our 
donations to Charities and Mission. Please do 
support us by providing produce and items for 
sale as well as being present on the day to pick up 
a bargain or two and to meet with friends while 
being entertained by our Junior Choir and School 
Orchestra!

Vera joins me in wishing all of you a very Blessed 
and Happy Christmas and every good wish for a 
peaceful and prosperous New Year.

Rev’d Canon Robert Warren.
Rector.

Letter from the rector

Dear Parishioner



It’s hard to believe that there are only a few weeks until Christmas is here and busy 
weeks at that! My time in Taney Parish, since my curacy began in September, has 
been busy and absorbing. I’m delighted to be back among friends and making new 
ones, getting to know the children through the school and Family/Youth services and 
finally getting to do the work it seemed to take so long to train for. Celebrating at 
the Lord’s Table is a continuous privilege as is being welcomed into the homes and 
personal lives of individuals and families throughout the parish. 

From the beginning of Advent up to Christmas Day it’s a particularly busy time in the 
life of the parish with many events in the calendar and it’s a wonderful time for the 
community to draw together in one place for such festivals as the Christmas Bazaar 
on December 5th (which boasts a live crib this year!) and the many services keeping alive the tradition of 
seasonal lessons and carols. 

I’m really looking forward to working with our new Youth Leader, Rory O’Byrne, in developing possible 
projects to encourage our youth to participate in the community at an even closer level. And of course, 
with the aid of Copperpot and Plink, there are a few songs and a nativity in the pipeline for the younger 
children in the weeks to follow.

It is my pleasure to be serving my curacy in this parish and I extend gratitude on behalf of myself and my 
family for your welcome and support which have been second to none. Thank You! 

We can only be taught so much with books and lectures. Getting out into the world in the name of God 
and working with fine leaders in a community such as ours raises my spirits in a world that is so badly in 
need of unity. I look forward to the coming year and, in the meantime, wish you and your families the 
peace and joy of the Christ child this coming Advent, Christmas Season and in every moment of your lives.

Cathy
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letter from cathy

services in taney january and february

Week 1 of each month

Christ Church, Taney
10.15am – Parish Communion

7.00pm – Evening Service

St Nahi’s, Dundrum 
8.30am – Holy Communion
11.45am – Morning Prayer

Week 2 of each month

Christ Church, Taney 
10.15am – Family Service & Baptism

7.00pm – Evening Service

St Nahi’s, Dundrum 
8.30am – Holy Communion

11.45am – Parish Communion

Week 3 of each month

Christ Church, Taney
10.15am – Parish Communion

7.00pm – Evening Service

St Nahi’s, Dundrum 
8.30am – Holy Communion
11.45am – Morning Prayer

Week 4 of each month

10.15am – Morning Prayer
7.00pm – Evening Service

St Nahi’s, Dundrum 
8.30am – Holy Communion

11.45am – Parish Communion

The Holy Communion is celebrated in Christ Church, Taney, on Wednesdays at 10.00am.

Christmas Holy Communion (for those who are sick or housebound) will be administered by the Clergy. 
Please contact the office if you would like to receive Holy Communion at home.



letter from nigel pierpoint
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Christmas 2015 

Where has the time gone? It does not seem like 
eleven weeks since I commenced my ministry 
in Taney and here we are, only a few short 
weeks away from, what for most people will be 
a happy time spent with family and friends over 
the Christmas period. I have been very blessed 
with my placement among the parishioners of 
Taney. It has been a wonderful experience thus 
far and a privilege to be able to offer pastoral 
care to those who are housebound, in hospitals 
or nursing homes. The welcome I have received 
from everyone without exception has been very 
humbling, as parishioners have opened their doors 
in welcome.

Life in Taney is always busy with plenty going on 
in the parish centre. The various church activities 
continue at a pace throughout the Autumn and 
Winter months and I do try to pop in to as many as 
I can to say ‘hello’, so if I haven’t managed yet, to 
get to your organisation, I will do my utmost to pay 
a visit in the New Year. 

The beginning of Advent starts the ‘waiting game’ 
as we await the celebration of the birth of the 
Christ Child on Christmas Day. Although many 
celebrate this joyous festival we must not forget 
there will be others who will not have a reason to 
celebrate as they journey through a first Christmas 
without a loved one. My thoughts and prayers 
are with all those who have been bereaved in the 
past year, and indeed, who will be remembering 
anniversaries of loved ones over the coming weeks. 

Recent events in Paris and 
the middle east must not be 
overlooked either and I pray 
that God in his compassion 
will somehow ease the grief 
and pain of those who will 
face this Christmas season 
without a loved one.

Are you blessed? Well, if you 
waken in the morning with 
more health than illness, you are more blessed than 
the millions who will not survive until Christmas. 
If you have food in your fridge, water to drink, a 
place to lay your head and clothes on your back, 
you are more blessed than 75% of the world’s 
population. If you can attend a church without fear 
of harassment, torture or even death you are more 
blessed that over three billion people worldwide. 
The fact that you are reading this means that you 
are more blessed than over two billion people in 
the world who cannot read at all.

I hope and pray that you will be further blessed 
over this Christmas time as you share fellowship 
with family and friends. May this Christmas be 
filled with love, joy, peace and rest as we celebrate 
together the birth of the Christ Child. On behalf of 
my family, may I wish you God’s richest blessing 
over the Christmas period and the coming New 
Year.

With every blessing,

Nigel 

Harvest Appeal
Special thanks to everyone who contributed to the Harvest Appeal 
this year which raised over €6,000. This fund serves to maintain 
the very special heritage we enjoy in Taney.

This year our collection was earmarked for the renovation 
and redecoration of Christ Church, Taney, in advance of our 
Bicentenary celebrations in 2018.Your generosity has given 
us a great start towards this goal. Thanks to your generosity in 
previous years we were able to replace the ageing heating boiler 
in Christ Church during the summer. We hope you notice the 
difference. In a Parish of this size we will always be faced with 
ongoing maintenance and we are extremely grateful to you for 
your support.
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6th December 
2nd Sunday of Advent
Christ Church
10.15am Christingle Family Gift Service
 7.00pm Holy Communion

St. Nahi’s
 8.30am Holy Communion
11.45am Parish Communion

Wed 9th 
10.00am Matins

13th December 
3rd Sunday Advent
Christ Church
10.15am  Parish Carol Service
  3.30pm  Friends and Social Group 

Holy Communion
  7.00pm NO EVENING SERVICE

St. Nahi’s
 8.30am  Holy Communion
11.45am  Parish Communion

Wednesday 16th December
10.00am – Holy Communion

Friday 18th December
11.00am  Taney School Junior Carol Service

20th December 
4th Sunday Advent
Christ Church
10.15am  Short Said Communion
  7.00pm  Carols by Candlelight for all

St. Nahi’s
 8.30am  Holy Communion
11.45am  Carol Service

Tuesday 22nd December
11.00am Taney School Senior Carol Service

Wednesday 23rd December
10.00am  Holy Communion

Thursday 24th December
CHRISTMAS EVE
Christ Church
11.30pm Midnight Holy Communion 

Service

Friday 25th December
CHRISTMAS DAY
Christ Church
10.30am Family Service for Christmas Day 

followed by a short Service of 
Holy Communion

St. Nahi’s
9.00am  Parish Communion

27th December 
Christmas 1
Christ Church
11.00am  United Service of Communion 

with St Nahi’s 
7.00pm NO EVENING SERVICE

Wednesday 30th December
10.00am  No Service

SERVICES FOR december and CHRISTMAS 2015
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Parish news

DO YOU KNOW THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL RETURN 
YOUR INCOME TAX TO THE PARISH?

IF YOU
• Contribute €250 or more to Parish Funds per year
• Contribute by way of weekly Church Envelopes,  

Standing Order or Cheque
• Sign the CHY3 Form

Forms available from the Parish Office 01 298 5491.

‘Thank you’ to those who have already 
returned the form. To date this year the 
‘Taxman’ has returned €25,000 to the Parish.

If you haven’t returned your form, 
can we please encourage you do so 
without delay. Replacement forms 
are available from the Parish 
Office.

Parish ‘Special Needs’ Fund
The Taney Parish ‘Special Needs Fund’ exists to give a helping 
hand to parishioners who find themselves in financial difficulty 
from time to time.  The fund is administered in strict confidence 
by the Rector who is always willing to meet with anyone who 
feels they require some assistance.

The fund is supported by the generous donations from 
parishioners, especially at this time of year, along with small 
bequests, donations and thank-offerings. These are supplemented 
by an allocation from Parish Funds. These donations are greatly 
valued.

Should you wish to make a contribution to this fund, please send 
your donation to the Rector (clearly marked ‘Taney Special Needs 
Fund’), via offering plates or to the Parish Office.

Your generosity is deeply appreciated.

Charity Christmas Cards
This year saw another 
successful Christmas card sale. 
A total of over €2000 was 
raised for several important 
charities. A big thank you to 
everyone who contributed!

Taney Parish 
Coffee Shop
The Coffee 
Shop in the 
Parish Centre 
is open 
Monday to Friday from 9.30am 
to 1.45pm and Saturday 
from 10.00am to 2.00pm. It 
provides a friendly space 
where the whole community 
can meet to share tea or 
coffee and indulge in a lovely 
array of scones and cakes 
that will play havoc with any 
serious diet! Homemade soup 
is on hand to warm a chilly 
winter’s day and sandwiches 
can be made to order. These 
delicacies will be served 
up with a smile by Yvonne 
Rankin and Jenny Mooney 
along with their assistants.

The Coffee Shop Christmas 
lunch will be on Friday 18th 
December 2015 at 12.30pm. 
You can book a place by 
phoning the Parish Office:  
298 5491.                  

Church Envelopes
Envelopes for 2016 are now 
available. For other options 
of giving please contact 
the Parish Office: 298 5491 
or Parish Recorder, Darren 
Bowling: 086 794 5161. 
Your giving is vital for 
the Church and is 
much appreciated.

Food Hampers
Again this year we hope to provide food hampers for the needy in 
the run up to Christmas.  We would ask that if possible you would 
contribute to these by bringing non-perishable food items to our 
services over the next few weeks.   The food baskets will be in the 
church porches until Sunday 13th December after which the hampers 
will be distributed.
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Parish organisations

Taney Friends and Social Club 
Hard to believe we are writing 
up the Christmas edition of 
Taney News already. Where 
does the time go? Whist: 
the next whist dates are: 
December 11th, followed by 
December 18th when we will 
have our Christmas lunch. 
Please let Yvonne and Jenny 
know if you would like to join 
us for Christmas Lunch. 

The Christmas Service 
will be held on Sunday 
13th December at 3.30pm, 
followed by afternoon tea and 
Christmas cheer. 

Should you wish to attend any 
or all the above events please 
contact the Parish Office 01 
2985491. 

Looking forward to seeing you 
all over the next few weeks.

Golf Outing
A very successful and enjoyable outing was held in Rathfarnham Golf 
Club on 18th September. Twenty-seven golfers played for the Leslie 
Harrison Memorial Cup and this year it was won by Peter Lindsay on 
forty-two points, second place went to Willie Dixon with forty points, 
third place and winner of Ladies was Susan Hood with thirty-six points. 
Players and friends enjoyed a delicious buffet meal afterwards. Thanks 
to all who contributed lovely prizes. Our Golf Outing for 2016 is 
booked for Friday 9th September.

TANEY MOTHERS’ UNION
Taney Mothers’ Union meets from September to May on the second 
Tuesday of the month, usually in the Minor Hall at 8pm and we 
are always pleased to welcome new members. Non-members are 
welcome to come to most meetings.

8 December  Annual Carol Service followed by mince pies and   
  mulled punch.

12 January  Taney Mothers’ Union ‘At Home’. A fun quiz plus 
discussion on the future of the Branch.

9 February  Dine out evening.

5 March  Women’s World Day of Prayer.
8 March  The Armenian Community in Dublin.

In September Julie Swan showed us the many ways she can 
bring your old china back to life instead of sitting unused in your 
sideboard. Cakestands, teacup candles, pendant lights and jewellery 
are amongst the many items that ‘Forgotten China’ can recreate.

The Chaplain of the Coombe Hospital, Renée Dilworth, spoke at our 
October meeting about the issues involved in supporting bereaved 
families at the hospital. Mothers’ Union branches help out by knitting 
crib covers, garments for premature babies, toys and making take-
home bags for keepsakes. Copies of a pattern book called 'Made with 
Love' are available from Amy Hourie.

In November Irene McGrane, a tour guide from Airfield, gave us a 
history of Airfield House and its new museum and outlined the lives 
of the Overend family - the sisters Letitia and Naomi being familiar 
figures around Dundrum in the not too distant past.

Taney Rangers
Our Autumn outing took 
place on Tuesday 20th 
October. We met at Taney 
car park early and set off by 
coach to Dun Laoghaire (not 
very far away !!)  Our first 
stop was the new Lexicon 
Library where we had a talk 
and a tour of this new, state 
of the art Library. We lunched 
at the Royal Marine where we 
had a delicious meal served 
by very friendly and helpful 
staff. Following this we took 
a short stroll to the Maritime 
Museum, which is housed in 
the original Maritime Church. 
A guided tour of our past and 
present ships /boats was most 
interesting and informative. 
Homeward bound after a very 
enjoyable day!                             
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Parish organisations

Taney Parish Lawn Tennis Club

We had a another great tennis season although 
the weather wasn’t too kind to us for some of it. 

We opened the club at the beginning of May and 
in mid May we started our juvenile coaching on 
Monday evenings and Tuesday afternoons which 
was a great success, although our numbers were 
down on previous years. This meant, however, 
that the children got lots of one-to-one coaching 
and they really seemed to benefit from this. The 
committee thanks Lynda and Nicola Levis and 
their helpers Allen Williams, Rachel Howe, Hazel 
Howe and Margaret Nevin for their hard work. 
It’s such a joy to see some of the children running 
down Sydenham and Taney Roads to get to their 
coaching after school on Tuesdays!

The building work behind the tennis courts is in 
full swing and unfortunately some of the new 
houses are very close to the boundary wall which 
will cast a deep shadow on Court No. 1. However 
the courts are very well drained so we are hoping 
that the shadow won’t affect us too much. The 

builder has promised to put up a new gate into 
the club and has already put some shale down 
for the driveway and parking area which has 
improved the facilities somewhat. 

We welcome new or indeed any old members 
who would like to come and play on super 
grass courts next April/May and throughout the 
summer. Please phone me for further information 
and maybe give us a try!

The weather was so good during September that 
play continued right to the end of the month 
and we now look forward to the 2016 season 
which will be the club’s 79th year – quite an 
achievement!

We will start planning for our 80th birthday 
celebrations in 2017 early next year!

Margaret Nevin
Club Secretary
Mobile: 087 2322308



On Sunday, 23rd 
November, a group of 
twelve parishioners 
enjoyed a fabulous walk 
from Bray to Greystones 
along the scenic cliff 
path. Marching along 
at a good pace, we 
completed the journey in 
one hour and twenty-five 
minutes! The next stop 
was a welcoming café 
in Greystones were we 
felt justified in tucking 
into coffee and cake. 
The DART saw us all 
safely back to Bray and 
also provided us with 
a close-up view of the 

sparkling Irish Sea dashing 
against the rocks and 
churning up magnificent 
oceanic patterns.  It was 
a wonderful opportunity 
to inhale buckets of 
sea air, to have some 
fun together and to go 
home feeling a little tired 
but virtuous. The next 
walk will be on Sunday 
3rd January (weather 
permitting) and details 
will appear in Taney 
News Extra. We encourage 
newcomers to the parish 
to join in – to meet other 
parishioners and to share 
the adventure!

Taney Occasional Ramblers

Parish organisations
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Taney Drama Society
Our next production is ‘Same Old Moon’ by Geraldine Aron 
and directed by Gerry Herbert. Performances will be in The Mill 
Theatre Dundrum from Wed 13th January to 16th January 2016.

This is an autobiographical play which creates scenes from the 
life of aspiring writer ‘Brenda Barnes’, from age nine into her 
forties. With a large cast, it is a funny and moving play as we 
meet her eccentric family and other people from her life.

Chancel Guild
Both Churches were beautifully decorated for Harvest Festival which 
took place in Christ Church on Sunday 4th and 11th October and in 
St Nahi's on 11th October. The display of vibrant autumnal colours of 
the flowers and foliage was outstanding as was the abundance of fruit 
and vegetables. Many thanks to all who helped on the respective days 
with their artistic talents. To those who contributed flowers, foliage, 
fruit and vegetables and those who gave donations in memory of 
loved ones a big 'thank you'.

Christmas is fast approaching and the Chancel Guild has decided to 
follow the same pattern as the previous two years and to decorate 
Christ Church and St Nahi's with red poinsettias. Both Churches 
looked really beautiful decked with magnificent red flowers. As in the 
past two years, parishioners and friends of both Churches donated 
a poinsettia in memory of their loved ones at Christmas. All who 
participated thought it was a lovely idea so this year we invite you 
to donate €10 to buy a poinsettia. To take part in this scheme please 
leave an envelope on the collection plate any Sunday marked Chancel 
Guild with details or alternatively leave it into the Parish Office. The 
people who have been remembered in this way will be listed in the 
Church porches over Christmas.  Many thanks. 

Church Review & Church of Ireland Gazette
The Church Review and The Church of Ireland 
Gazette are two publications which keep 
parishioners in touch with news in the Diocese 
and in the wider Church.  The Review is 
published monthly and normally costs €40.00 per 
annum, while the Gazette is published weekly 
and will cost €55.00 in 2016.  Parishioners who 
wish to start new subscriptions for 2015 should 
contact The Parish Office: 298 5491.

Parish organisations

Taney Playschool
We have all settled into our 
new year in Taney Playschool.  
We are busy doing lots of 
arts and crafts and some of 
the beautiful pictures can be 
seen downstairs in the Parish 
Centre.  We are starting to 
think about Christmas now 
and we really hope Santa 
might pay us a visit before 
we finish up on the 22nd 
December.

A Game of Whist 
Dates for your diary
8th & 22nd January 
12th & 26th February
11th March
8th & 22nd April
13th & 27th May
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School Fair
On Saturday 17th October, Taney Parish Primary 
School and the P.T.A. kicked off the School year with 
the School Fair, which was a huge success. Pupils 
from 6th Class organized and ran their own stalls 
and our School Orchestra welcomed everyone with 
fantastic music. We had face-painting, lucky dip and 
a great show by Reuben the Entertainer. We held a 
Raffle at the end with fantastic prizes.

As part of the School Fair we hold a Cake Decorating 
Competition for the pupils from 4th, 5th and 6th 
Classes. Our 18 lucky winners were treated to a 
behind-the-scenes restaurant experience, very kindly 
facilitated by China Sichuan (Sandyford), Jamie’s 
Italian and Dantes Pizza Dundrum. They prepared 
their own food, inputted orders through the system 
and served customers. All-in-all, a wonderful 
experience! 

We raised very close to a whopping €6,000. Funds 
will be used to fund projects for the year, such as 
our Sponsored Walk, Sports Day and our other 
fundraising goals. A big thanks to everyone involved, 
including pupils, parents, volunteers, teachers, big 
spenders, little spenders, bakers, stallholders and local 
businesses. We couldn’t have done it without you!

Board of Management
This year, the term of office of the Boards of 
Management of all primary schools cease and new 
Boards will be elected. The Board of Management 
operates the School on behalf of the Patron and the 

Department of Education and Skills.

Dress Up in Taney Colours Day
On Friday 20th November, Taney School will be 
hosting a ‘Dress up in Taney Colours Day’ (which are 
red and black). All Pupils and Staff are encouraged 
to join in and the proceeds of this will go towards 
helping the Refugee Crisis.

Teas and Coffees
The P.T.A. will be serving teas and coffees after the 
Children’s Service on Sunday the 22nd November. 
We would love to see lots of familiar faces so if you 
are attending the Service that day please pop up 
afterwards, say hello and have a cup of tea or coffee.

School Christmas Cards
This project is now complete and there are more than 
8,000 Christmas Cards out there specially designed by 
our children! Thanks to Lesley Ellis and Nicola Darley 
for all their hard work and for managing this project 
so well. 

Christmas Bazaar
The P.T.A. will be running the Toy Stall again this year 
at the Taney Parish Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 5th 
December. 

Carol Services
The Junior Carol Service will be held in Christ Church, 
Taney, on Friday 18th December at 11.00am; the 
Senior Carol Service on Tuesday 22nd December at 
11.00am. 

TANEY SCHOOL

youth news
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youth news

Confirmation
Preparation for Confirmation has started with our first two Sunday classes held on 18th October and 6th 
December. Our classes will resume on Sunday 17th January 2016. Any potential candidates should call 
the Parish Office immediately. Confirmation Service will be on Sunday 8th May 2016 at 10.15am in Christ 
Church, Taney.

JUNIOR CHOIR
The Junior Choir resumed its busy routine in September after the summer break, and has been delighted 
to welcome several new members. There are now twenty-two children on the choir roll, which makes 
for very spirited Wednesday practices!

The season started in fine style as we were invited to sing at St Patrick’s Cathedral in September for the 
launch of Thanks and Praise, the new hymn book supplement. On that evening we joined with the 
Junior Choir from Kilternan Parish to perform two of the songs that we had recorded earlier this year. 
The choir also produced some wonderful singing at the Harvest Family Gift Service in October.

We are now speeding towards the Christmas season - always a highlight for the Junior Choir. This year 
the children are looking forward to the Family Gift service on December 6th and the Parish Carol Service 
on December 13th and are practising hard. On December 16th we will be making our annual visit to St 
Ann’s on Dawson Street, to sing carols for the Black Santa appeal.

The Junior Choir is always looking for new members who will commit themselves to regular practices 
and to Sunday services. All children are welcome, although the choir is best suited to those aged seven 
and older (from 2nd class). Choir practice is at 2.30pm on Wednesday afternoons in the Parish Centre. 
Please contact Suzanne Chadwick on 087 757 4156 for more information.

Taney Tots is a baby & toddler group that welcomes Mums, Dads, Grandparents 
and Minders. It runs every Monday & Thursday, from 10am to 12pm, during 
school term time.

The group creates a fun and friendly atmosphere where children can play with 
other tots, developing their social skills and enjoying toys, books, puzzles and 
musical instruments. The adults can also enjoy meeting other adults and savour 
a well-deserved tea and coffee!

Taney Tots is a voluntary group that relies on the help and support of parents. 
We always welcome new members and would really appreciate new helpers, so 
please feel free to join us at any stage of the year.

For more information, visit our Facebook page: Taney Tots Taney Parish, or 
contact Elaine Platt on 086 083 0208 and Louise White on 087 829 4481.

Taney Tots
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SCOUTS
We’ve never been strangers to 
adventure here at Dundrum 
Scouts and this year has been no 
exception! We’re only four months 
in and we’ve already gone hiking, 
camping and rock climbing, with 
many more activities just over the 
horizon.

In October, we hiked from Bray to 
Greystones as part of our annual 
overnight hike. This trip never 
fails to impress and the Scouts 
had a great time sleeping out 
under the stars. The trail offered 
us a unique combination of night 
walking as we chose our steps 
carefully along the strand, as well 
as a great view of the sunrise the 
following morning as we arrived 
into Greystones.

In November, we enjoyed a 
weekend of camping at our troop 
site, ‘Becketsfield’. We’ve recently 
renovated the area with better 
facilities and it has become an 

impressive site. Our Troop has the 
unique pleasure of owning our 
own cottage on the site, allowing 
us to stay there whenever we 
want to.

With Summer Camp lying ahead, 
we look forward to a fun-filled 
trip camping in the Irish country-
side. While we cannot confirm an 
exact location just yet, you can be 
sure that the week will be full of 
activities and fun.

Having recently opened our 
doors to both boys and girls, 
our numbers have soared as of 
late, with more Scouts joining 
all the time. That said, we’re 
always looking for more Scouts 
and Leaders to join our ranks. If 
anyone is interested, feel free to 
get in touch, or just show up! We 
meet in Taney Parish Hall every 
Friday at 8!

Yours in Scouting,
20th Dublin, (Dundrum) Scouts
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Last week Taney Parish Scouts 
were reminded by Harry Corrigan 
that we are due to celebrate 
the centenary of scouting in the 
parish in just six years’ time. The 
first Troop (16th Dublin) was 
established by Rev ATI Ford in 
1922, followed by the 29th Dublin 
– led by Paddy Sommerville-Large 
– in 1929. Finally, the 20th Dublin 
itself came into being in 1939. 
 
Scouting has deep roots in the 
parish, from the cubs running 
stalls and helping to set up the 
Taney Fête, to beavers taking 
collections and scouts volunteering 
for movie nights – and everyone 
(enthusiastically!) participating 
in any service with sausages. 
More significantly, 20th Dublin 
owes a deep debt to parishioners 
down the decades that have 
invested their time and skills to 
the development of scouting. We 
remember in particular Roger 
Beckett, himself a cub and scout 
in Taney Parish, who became a 
dynamic Scout Leader but who 
tragically passed away at the age 
28. His family’s donation of lands 
and buildings on Saggart Hill is 
a lasting legacy to both Roger 
and the hundreds of boys and 
leaders from the parish that have 
since hiked the surrounding trails, 
camped, played games and sung 

campfire songs at Beckettsfield. 
Recently and lovingly restored, 
the Beckettsfield Camphouse now 
provides all our Scouts with a 
place to stay that is warm and dry.
 
We think too of the late John 
Edward Pattison Tomkins, whose 
bequest over the summer of 
£5,000 to the 20th Dublin "to 
assist underprivileged members of 
the Troop in attending overseas 
camps and international scout 
gatherings" will make a material 
difference to the opportunities 
available to our scouts. Indeed, 
many older scouts of the parish 
will themselves recall robust 
competition for the ‘Tomkins 
Cup’.
 
Scouting, however, does not rest 
on its laurels. In attempting to 
meet ever-increasing demands for 
scouting opportunities, our Beaver 
troop has been divided into two 
groups, meeting back to back on 
Monday evenings. Our Cubs are 
going from strength to strength 
on Friday evenings and our newly 
co-ed Scouts and Venture Scout 
groups, meeting on Friday nights, 
are growing by leaps and bounds. 
Last Spring witnessed the first All-
Scout Camp of the 20th Dublin, 
bringing over 100 Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts, Ventures and adult leaders 

together for a weekend camp for 
the first time in recent years.

Our biggest challenge, in offering 
scouting opportunities to boys 
and girls in the parish, is pressure 
of space. The membership 
criteria of 20th Dublin clearly and 
unequivocally prioritises those 
that come from the parish and 
who have strong links thereto – 
including through Taney Parish 
School. Every year, however, 
parish demand for places in 
our Beaver troop substantially 
exceeds available supply. In such 
circumstances, the only thing that 
we can reasonably do – to offer 
as many places as we can and yet 
maintain legally-mandated adult-
child ratios, is to give priority to 
boys whose parents can serve as 
volunteer leaders. This is no small 
commitment as it requires time, 
training and Garda clearance. 
This is, in the end, a wonderful 
problem to have and a testament 
to the deep roots and decades of 
support from the parish. Indeed, 
if former scouts and guides of the 
parish would like to assist in the 
further growth of scouting in the 
parish, we'd love to hear from you!
 
Ben Tonra
Group Leader
20th Dublin (Dundrum) Scouts
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STALL HOLDERS
BOOKS Monica Timmons 087 809 0798

BAGS & HATS Linda Dwyer Joyce 086 827 7254

BRIC A BRAC Jean Corrigan 494 4424

CAKES Heather O’Doherty 087 672 7597

CHRISTMAS STALL Jen Armstrong 086 879 9902

CHRISTMAS DECORATION Patricia Parfrey 086 357 9314

HEALTH & BEAUTY Jane Arpac 087 978 3677

RAFFLE Yvonne Rankin 087 232 9557

SANTA Armina Comerford 086 129 3704

SWEETS/HOT CHOCOLATE
HOT DOGS/POPCORN Hannah & Mark Parfrey

TEAS & COFFEES Vera Scully 086 826 6040

TOY STALL Viv Cox 086-3045376



Taney News Winter 2015     15     

MAKE ROOM FOR CHRISTMAS - HAVE 
A CLEAR OUT. WE WOULD WELCOME 
YOUR BITS AND BOBS FOR OUR 
VARIOUS STALLS - BOOKS, TOYS, 
BRIC-A-BRAC, GOOD QUALITY BAGS, 
HATS, SCARFS, COSTUME JEWELLERY.

health and beauty 
Clear out all those cupboards and give all your unwanted gift sets, ‘smellies’ cleansers,  moisturisers, soaps, 
perfume etc to Jane Arpac for the health and beauty stall. Jane can be contacted on 2987885

Cake Stall 
Come on all you domestic goddesses!  Out with your whisks! All delicious, homemade goodies, mince 
pies, Christmas puddings, cakes and meringues, jams and breads, chutneys and biscuits are welcome. 
Please remember a list of ingredients for all our allergy sufferers – all items should be labelled and dated. 
Ring Heather O’Doherty 087 672 7597

BRIC-A-BRAC 
Curios, Ornaments, anything old or new, unwanted gifts. Plates, lamps, pictures  house clearance. Rumble 
in the cupboards and let’s have it! Contact Jean on 4944424 

book stall
All books accepted. Contact Monica Timmons on 087-8090798

Donations can be left at the 
Parish Centre

Mon 30th November - Fri 4th Dec between
12.30pm and 2.30pm

CENTRE WILL CLOSE AT 7.30PM ON THE 4th

Toys & Books can only be accepted up 

to 7.30pm on the 4th 

Thank you for your support
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From The Registers

Holy Baptism
13th September (in Christ Church) – Jack, son of David and Joanne Fizroy.
13th September (in Christ Church) – Keeva, daughter of Derek and Valerie Arnold.
13th September (St. Nahi’s Church) – Sandra, daughter of Herbert and Jennifer Kenny.
13th September (St. Nahi’s Church) – Leesha and Keeva, daughters of Wei and Sandra Gao.
11th October (in Christ Church) – Lauren Mary Ruth, daughter of Timothy & Suzanne Delaney (nee Miller).
20th November (in Christ Church) – Max Thomás Xavier, son of Laurence and Emily McFarlane.

Marriages
11th September (in St. Nahi’s Church) – Malcom Curtin and Armina Comerford.

Funerals
28th August 2015 (in Christ Church) – Retta Stringer
5th September 2015 (in St Nahi’s) – Irving Vance
14th September 2015 (in Christ Church) – Irene Fox
22nd September 2015 (in Christ Church) – Elsie Homan

Bereavements
Our sympathy and prayers are with all who have recently been bereaved, remembering especially:-
Sue Stringer and Patrick McNabola on the death of Sue’s mother, Retta Stringer.
The Crooks families on the death of Irving Vance.
Enid Bennett O’Neill and family on the death of her mother, Sadie Bennett.
Donald Fox and Christine Erskine and families on the death of their mother, Irene Fox.
David Jermyn and family on the death of David’s father Henry Jermyn.
David McClean and family on the death of his sister Lily.
Alan Homan and family on the death of Alan’s wife Elsie.
Beryl Tilson and family on the death of her brother in law Peter Johnston.

May they all know the comfort of God’s love at this time.
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CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
Sunday 20th December at 7.00pm 

ALL WELCOME!

TANEY PARISH

FESTIVE RECEPTION
After Carols by Candlelight at 7.00 pm

Retiring Collection after Carols for Special Needs Fund.  Plates in Porches or in Parish Centre.
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SATURDAY 5TH DECEMBER
IN THE PARISH CENTRE 10.00AM – 1.00PM


